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This month’s reminiscences were to be entitled “Opprobrium” and to consist mostly of various misfortunes 

and clashes with other members of the trade and the ABA (Antiquarian Booksellers Association), but I was 

firmly told that this was not in the festive spirit, and so they will be published as an additional chapter in the 

printed version of the year’s recollections.   

So, in a more light-hearted vein, I am delighted to reproduce one of a series of short stories which my 

grandfather used to write for his customers at Christmas.  Shady Customers was privately printed in 1937 (our 

copy is inscribed to L.A.G. Strong).  Another story, Anything Can Happen at Christmas, 1963, in which my father 

would have had a hand, tells of a collector called Bill Fyle, whose friends called him “Biblio”.  He receives an 

unexpected, long sought after gift of a supplement to a seven-volume catalogue of a fictitious collection of 

manuscripts which turns out to be missing a section of eight pages.  The last parcel he opens however from 

another friend turns out to contain the absent fragment.  What Bill Fyle otherwise received for Christmas, 

from what I have been told of him, seems suspiciously like a wish-list my grandfather would have written for 

himself: “a box of cigars.  Probably Partagas [but] Jamaican, thanks to Castro … A dozen bottles of Burgundy 

… Last year … a delectable Romanée-Conti … [but this year] Moulin-à-Vent; good enough, but not Romanée-

Conti.” 

I had hoped also to reproduce a drawing by Dylan Thomas showing my grandfather handing out money for 

manuscripts at his offices but it is still in copyright.   

Dorothea and I look forward to continuing the business founded one hundred years ago, fostered through 

both difficult and happy times, economic depressions and booms.  We are not finished yet!   

I thank everyone who has read these monthly reminiscences, especially those of you who have provided such 

warm and encouraging feedback.   

With every best wish for the holidays and for a healthy, happy and prosperous new year.   

Julian Rota 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


